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Are You Stronger Than a Dandelion’s Roots?

A plant’s roots grow down into the soil.
They take in water and nutrients from the soil.
A plant’s roots also hold it steady in the soil.

They stop it falling over when the wind blows or if its leaves or flowers
become too heavy.

Some plants, such as dandelions and carrot plants, have one long main

root called a taproot.

Dandelion l
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Thinner roots grow from the taproot.

How strong do you think a plant’s roots can be?
Let’s investigate! @
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Are you stronger than
a dandelion’s root?

-
Gather your equipment:  @HEER> G- @

1. Find a large dandelion plant in your garden.
Ask an adult if you can pull up the plant.

2. Take hold of the plant’s leaves, stems and

flowers and pull as hard as you can!

N
Did you manage to pull the dandelion’s long taproot

from the ground? Describe what happened.

3. Next try digging up the root with a small spade.

4 )
Did you manage to dig up the whole taproot?

Describe what happened.
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Why do you think a dandelion needs such
a long root?
- J
4 . )
Look at the root through a magnifying glass.
Describe what you see.
- J
4 . . )
Draw a dandelion and its root.
, © ¢
Add labels to your picture
Flower Stem
Leaf Roofts
-
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Dandelion Seeds

As winter turns to spring, yellow dandelion flowers
appear.This is very helpful for bees and other insects.
The flowers produce nectar and pollen at a time of
year when there is not much food around for insects.

Inside the flower the seeds are forming.
After about a week, the yellow petals start
to shrivel.

Each tiny seed has a fluffy parachute
attached to it. The seeds form a
fluffy ball.

When the wind blows, the fluffy
parachutes help the dandelion seeds

blow to places where they can grow.
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How Many Seeds Does a
Dandelion Flower Produce?

Gather your equipment; — @mIE==——" X "’ G\

1. Find a fluffy dandelion seedhead and gently cut it from the plant.

Try not to shake or bang it because the seeds will start to fly away.

2. Carefully observe the seedhead. How many seeds do you

estimate are in the fluffy ball? Record your estimated answer.

3. Now gently pull the seeds from the seedhead and count them.
You can use your fingers or tweezers.
How will you count the seeds? Can you think of a system for counting so

that you don’t lose count? Here is a place to record your workings.

4 )
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4. How many seeds were in the seedhead? How close was your estimate?

4 )

‘punoJbhfind 4o >upd ‘uspapb b ul ppauds Ajispa UDd suolPpuDp
IDY3 subaw siy | 's9op)d buimoudb mau 01 puim ayl ul Mojq IDYl SpPaas Jo spalpuny adnpo.d

uDD J9MO)4 UOI)dpUDP YoDJ ‘s3upjd 4330 wody ADMD sjusluInu pup J9IDM D) syl asnDdaq spaam
1) 30U ADW SIBUIPUDE) *BAIAINS O JSPJO U SIUSLIINU AUDW U0 J9IDM Ydnw pasu j uop sjupjd paam
uay O fpppinb moub ubd 31pys Jub|d Yybnoa D sI paam Y ;UDBW SIYY SSOP IDYAA 'SPRIM 34D SUOI|SPUDP

I0Y3 Aps suauapapb Auby, ‘syusiuanu pup Ja3pMm puly 03 punodbaspun desp smoub 1py3 3004 buo)

D aAby fisyy asnbdaq sIpaIgDY 3say3 01 paadopp aup syupjd ybnoi asay] JuswaApd ay3 Ul SHIDUD

ul SD YaNs ‘|10S Ydnw 10U S| 3433 d49Ym s22D]d ul moub us3yo suolPpup( :S9JON PUD SIIMSUY

) ©,






