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Flight through Time
The history of flight timeline

Nearly 3000 years ago, 
people flew kites in 

ancient China.

Leonardo da Vinci drew 
plans for a flying machine 

called the ornithopter.

The Montgolfier 
brothers invented the 

hot air balloon.

Otto Lilienthal invented 
the glider based on the 
shape of a bird’s wing.

The Wright Brothers, 
Orville and Wilbur, 

invented the aeroplane.

Frank Whittle invented 
and built the engine that 

powers jet aeroplanes.

Today, the NASA X-43A 
is one of the fastest 

aeroplanes in the world.

Glossary
aeroplane  An aircraft with fixed 

wings and an engine.

aircraft A machine that can fly. 

aviation The activity of 
designing, flying or 
looking after aircraft.  

aviation 
pioneer   

A person who achieves 
something that no one 
has ever done before 
in flying. 

glider  An aircraft with fixed 
wings and no engine.

invent Create something that 
has never been made 
before.

Aviation pioneers
Léon Delagrange

c475 BC c1485 1783 1891 1903 1937 Today

The first aeroplane 
passenger

Wiley Post

The first person to fly solo 
around the world

Louis Blériot

The first person to fly a plane 
across the English Channel  

Amelia Earhart

The first woman to fly solo 
across the Atlantic Ocean 

Harriet Quimby

The first woman to fly solo 
across the English Channel

Amy Johnson

The first woman to fly solo 
from England to Australia

Bessie Coleman

The first African American 
woman to earn a pilot’s licence

Charles Lindbergh

The first person to fly non-stop 
across the Atlantic Ocean
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