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Welcome to the new school year  
It is a pleasure to welcome everyone back to the new school year, and we hope that you and your children are feeling 
refreshed after a wonderful summer. Thank you for the warm welcome to our school community, and for your kind 
wishes of success and positivity. Your support means a great deal, and it is lovely to begin the term with such a strong 
sense of community.  
 

I feel honoured to be the Interim Headteacher, and I am keen to continue working together to make our school the very 
best place for children to learn. As we settle into new routines and new classes, there is naturally a period of adjustment 
for everyone. In our first assembly, we linked this to new shoes: they can feel slightly uncomfortable at first, but after a 
short time they become much more comfortable and familiar. It is a simple reminder that new beginnings soon start to 
feel just right.  
 

Assemblies  
Assemblies will all now begin at 8:50am, straight after registration. This gives children a calm and purposeful start to the 
day, helping to set them up for the learning and experiences ahead. Assemblies will also continue to reflect themes from 
our school community, so they remain an important part of coming together, sharing values and feeling connected. This 
is an extra incentive to remind parents to drop children off at school for the class to open doors at 8:35am.  
 

Our celebration assembly will still happen in the same way as last year, with the only change being that it will now take 
place in the morning on a Friday rather than the afternoon. We hope this familiar approach, alongside the new timing, 
continues to support families in celebrating the achievements and efforts that matter so much in school life.  
 

PE Lessons  
Children can come to school in their PE kit on their class PE days and may continue to wear it for the rest of the day. This 
simple routine saves a huge amount of learning time, allowing lessons to begin more quickly and smoothly. It also helps 
to avoid lost property, making things easier for children and families alike.  
 

Returning to Seven Classes and School Places  
We are delighted to be able to return to seven classes, although this remains dependent on the number of children 
attending the school.  We are also pleased to be able to offer Before School & After School Childcare Services, with the 
after-school childcare service running longer than most schools.  
 

If you know of any families who may be interested, please do share that we have spaces in Reception Class (Hedgehogs), 
Year 2 (Otters), and Year 3 (Squirrels). We would also be very pleased to welcome prospective parents for a school tour, 
please contact the school office to make an appointment.  It is always lovely to open our doors to new families and help 
them get a feel for our school community.  
 

Parking in support of our neighbours  
All schools have challenges with parking. It is inevitable that at the beginning and end of the school day traffic is busier. 
We ask parents to support our community and our neighbours by parking considerately. A local resident has already 
been in to share with me photos of her driveway being blocked. The village has a FREE (hooray!) car park and we 
encourage families to 'Park and Stroll' if possible.  
 

Open door policy 
At St. Margaret's at Cliffe CP School, we know how important the partnerships with parents are. By working together, we 
can and will make a difference to your child's learning. We operate an open-door policy but we do encourage parents to 
speak to their child's class teacher at the end of the school day. Before school is the busy period when class teachers are 
setting up for the learning ahead so if you need to share important information before school, please feel free to speak to 
other class adults, the school office or indeed myself on the school playground.  
 

Parent support for the school 
We know how talented and experienced our school community is. We appreciate many parents and grandparents work. 
However, if you have any gardening skills and would be happy to volunteer a few hours on a weekly basis, we would 
appreciate some support with some of our areas. Please feel free to get in touch with the school office. 
 

Additionally, if you have any non-fiction books that are less than 10 years old and no longer use them, we would love to 
have them in school. Please bring them into the school office over the next week. 
 

Have a lovely, restful weekend. 
Neil Brinicombe – Interim Headteacher 

 
 
 

Message from the Headteacher 
 



                 Weekly Newsletter – Friday, 4th September 2026 

 
    

 
 

   
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Week commencing 7th September 2026 
NO CLUBS 

 

Wednesday, 9th September 
• 3:15pm Open Afternoon – ‘Meet the Teacher’ 

 

Thursday, 10th September 
• Kent Test Day – for children in Year 6 who have registered to 

take the test 
 

Friday, 11th September 
• ‘Celebration Assembly’ – parent/carers invited to attend. 

Please come to the school office at 8:45am 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

03/09/26 – 04/09/26             

       97.2%                  
 
 
 
 

                            
     
  

 
                  

 

Whole School Attendance 

The Week Ahead 

 

 
 
 

 
w/c Monday, 7th September 

2026 
 

£2.75 per day 
 

Summer Menu 
 

to pay for your meals online, 
please go to: 

 

www.wholeschoolmeals.co.uk/
pay 

 

Lunch Menu: Week 2 
 

 

‘Celebration Assembly’ 
 

We are pleased to invite parent/carers to 
attend our Celebration Assembly. 

 

Date: Friday, 11th September 
Time: 8:50am (please note new time) 

Where: School Hall 
 

We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

 

 

 
 

We are looking forward to families of children in all 
classes coming into school at pick-up time for our 
first open afternoon of the year. Please collect your 
child(ren) as usual from the classroom and then 
come back in via the main entrance. Staff will be in 
their classrooms and you will also be able to have a 
look at your child’s workbooks (where relevant). 
 

‘Meet The Teacher’ 
Wednesday, 9th September 

 

https://wholeschoolmeals.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Summer-Menu-with-Sept-dates.pdf
http://www.wholeschoolmeals.co.uk/pay
http://www.wholeschoolmeals.co.uk/pay
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Community Noticeboard 
 


